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CONFIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 3434 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: TSPA ESRO 

SUBJECT: SPACELAB AGREEMENT SIGNING 
REF STATE 153581 

IN CONVERSATION ON OTHER MATTERS WITH MFA DIRECTOR FOR SCIENTIFIC 
COOPERATION HARDEMAN, CHARGE ALLUDED TO PROBLEM OF SIGNATURE OF 
GOVERNMENT AGREEMENT AND MOU ON SPACE LAB. DR. HARDEMAN SAID THAT 
DUTCH ARE READY AND EAGER TO SIGN ON AUGUST 15 AND DECESSARY 
DOCUMENTS HAVE BEEN SENT TO ITALY, WHERE QUEEN IS VACATIONING, 

FOR ROYAL ASSENT. DUTCH WOULD NOT BE UNDULY DISTURBED, HOWEVER, 

IF SIGNATURE CEREMONY WERE DELAYED TO SEPTEMBER 24 IN VIEW OF 
ITALIAN PROBLEM. DR. HARDEMAN CONCURRED IN DEPARTMENT'S VIEW THAT 
ATTITUDE OF FRG WOULD PROBABLY BE DECISIVE AMONG EUROPEAN PARTNERS 
AS FAR AS TIMING OF SIGNATURE IS CONCERNED. 
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